Hepatic and renal expression of rat apolipoprotein E under control of the metallothionein promoter in transgenic mice.
We created three lines of transgenic mice with an integrated rat genomic apolipoprotein E gene fused with the mouse metallothionein I promoter. These lines transcribed rat apoE mRNA in the liver and/or in the kidney and expressed significant amounts of rat apoE in plasma. Enhancement of the plasma level by treatment with Zn ion or Bi ion was observed.